Training as a tutor for deaf students

If your college has Communication Support Workers, educational interpreters and notetakers, you need some language tutors too. This role is crucial to the success of deaf students in Further Education.

What do tutors of deaf students do?

These are some of the roles, which vary from college to college:

Assessing new students before they start at college, using the NATED assessment pack

Recommending levels of linguistic access and support at entry

Recruiting and selecting staff, e.g. CSWs, interpreters and notetakers

Training the staff (in some colleges)

Organising weekly language tutorials

Organising regular review meetings

Signposting other college services

Working with the student on transition to work or Higher Education

Providing additional classes for deaf students e.g. in English, Maths, ICT, BSL 

Organising meetings for deaf students to comment on the service

Organising extension activities to improve social skills, cultural awareness and inclusion

Predicting and tracking costs of access arrangements for each student

Supervising access staff (in some colleges)

What happens in a language tutorial?

The weekly language tutorial is a good way for the student to provide regular feedback about the quality of the service they are being offered. As a result there could be changes to the support timetables or meetings with other staff.

Review of the week’s work, often using a file filled in by the CSW or notetaker

Study skills for assignments

Translation of excerpts from books or handouts

Reading plain English versions of key texts together

Drafting and discussion about organising assignments

Vocabulary building in the subject area

Practice at proof reading own work

Producing an action plan for the student support file with targets for everyone involved. A copy goes to the tutor.

What skills and qualities does a tutor of deaf students need?

Excellent English and BSL – bilingualism

Wide knowledge of the education system

Detailed knowledge about how English works

Subject knowledge – to provide tutorials in a range of subjects up to HND level

A commitment to equality and improving access

Student focused attitude and flexibility, tolerance, acceptance of difference

Negotiation skills for working with college tutors

A friendly, positive personality to improve deaf students’ access across college

Advice and guidance skills

Close relationships with d/Deaf organisations, community groups, careers and universities in the region

What qualifications are useful?

General background pre degree level:

NVQ 3 BSL

English Language A level

Signature Unit L304: Accessible English for Deaf and Deafblind people

Degree level:

NVQ 4 BSL

A degree in any subject 

A teaching qualification, preferably one for teaching in FE, secondary or adult education. 

Postgraduate:

Diploma in Deaf Education / MEd in Deaf Education

Teachers of deaf children in schools train at seven universities around the UK. At least three of these regularly offer places to tutors working in Further Education (*).

	University
	Contact 
	Email

	Edinburgh *
	Rachel O’Neill
	Rachel.oneill@ed.ac.uk

	Leeds *
	Ruth Swanwick
	R.A.Swanwick@education.leeds.ac.uk

	Manchester *
	Wendy McCracken
	wendy.mccracken@manchester.ac.uk

	Birmingham
	Linda Watson
	L.M.Watson@bham.ac.uk

	Wales College, Newport
	Mary Hare Training Services
	admissions@newport.ac.uk

	Oxford Brookes / Mary Hare
	Sue Lewis
	broughton@btinternet.com

	Hertfordshire
	Judith Hortt
	j.hortt@herts.ac.uk


Content of the courses varies, but usually includes:

· Language, Literacy and Communication

· Audiology

· Accessing Curriculum and Assessment

· Deaf Studies

· Multi-agency work

· Placement (usually 8 weeks, 4 in a different setting from your usual workplace)

Most of the courses have an online virtual learning environment for accessing the reading and discussions. Attendance requirements at university vary – contact each course for more information or look at this BATOD website:

http://www.batod.org.uk/index.php?id=%2Farticles%2Fteaching%2Ftraining%2Fteachingdeaf.htm
If you are already qualified as a teacher of deaf children, you may want to do a Masters. This involves a short course in research methods followed by a submission on an investigation into deaf education of your choice, supervised by the course tutor. There is a large gap in research into deaf education in Further Education. Rachel O’Neill at the University of Edinburgh is particularly keen to supervise Masters students who are FE practitioners as she has over 15 years experience of working in FE.

