Supporting a deaf learner with a written assignment
[image: image1.jpg]



Step 1 – Understanding the task.

Firstly it is important that your student fully understands the assignment brief.  

This includes: 

· new vocabulary and any technical or specialist vocabulary involved in the assignment.  You may need to write a short glossary in clear English.   

(E.g. marital status – Is a person married or single or separated or divorced or has their partner died (widowed)?)       (GCSE Sociology course)

· Make sure that the student understands the concepts involved in the topic – if necessary ask the student if it would help if the tutor comes over and explains something again.  Make some clear notes and include the specialist vocabulary.
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Be prepared to modify the language in handouts if it is complicated or technical, and express it in clear English

· Ensure that the student is clear about the sequence of tasks involved – what must be included and in what sort of depth?  Sit with the student and make a list of what should be done, going through the project brief and ticking things off, matching against learning outcomes/ marking criteria to ensure everything will be covered.  Make sure the student is aware of the differences between pass, merit, and distinction.  It may be possible to achieve a higher grade by simply adding extra research etc…. 

· Check the deadline date and make sure the student is aware when it needs to be handed in.   
Step 2 – Planning the assignment

· It is likely that the student may need to do some research or reading for the task, either Internet based, or from a textbook. If your student has limited literacy skills it will be difficult to access and absorb information from the Internet or get quotations from textbooks to [image: image3.jpg]


reinforce a point.  You may need to make a short précis, and sign a summary of an article highlighting important parts.  

· Drawing up a plan or a mind map is a good way to organise all the information into a logical sequence and structure, and keep the information visual.  Refer back to the task list from Step 1.  An example of mind map software is Inspiration.  There is an eg below… but it can just as easily be hand drawn.
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· Encourage the deaf student to show his work to the Tutor at this point to ensure it is on the right track.

Step 3 Writing the assignment – Student’s 1st draft

The student should now know what should be included in the assignment.  
He should know the specialist vocabulary, and have information from his research, maybe with images or quotes. It is important that he writes the sentences himself.  Don’t worry too much about the grammar or the spelling of this 1st draft.  Encourage the student to get down the information, facts and to follow the structure and the sequence in the plan, eg introduction, main part of assignment in paragraphs, and conclusion, (although not all work will follow this format.)  This could take several sessions!

Step 4    re-drafting the first work

 KEEP the student’s first attempt and photocopy it.  You may need this for the tutor, internal verifier or the moderator.

Read through the student’s work concentrating first on the content.  Is there enough detail and does it include all the relevant information listed in the planning? If information is missing, let the student know before it is handed in so it can be added into the assignment
Now read each sentence to make sure it is clear.  Don’t alter the content (the answer, the ideas expressed) but change the carrier language for clarity of expression.  Will it make sense to the tutor?  

E.g. Student work. “The tyres fell down and broken, that mean the car was more likely rashed off” 

Adapted work. “ The tyres were damaged which meant the car was more likely to be written off”.

This hasn’t added anything new but just improved the English.  You are not doing the work for the student just clarifying the language.  If the student had signed the above sentence that is how it would probably have been voiced over.

NB You can’t adapt the language of an English-course assignment as it is their English language skills being assessed!
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Step 5 – Hand in to the tutor

· Make sure the Tutor is aware that support staff may have modified the assignment, and remember to keep the original work as it may be required for comparison.

· It is the tutor’s job to assess the assignment and give feedback about any improvements that should be made.  Make sure the tutor gives feedback to the Deaf student about the work and not to the support staff.

· Many courses also involve the student completing an assignment evaluation, which gives valuable information about how the student coped. 

· Some courses require a short statement at the bottom stating that the language has been modified.

