NATED Assessment Pack

The NATED Assessment Pack was designed to:

· ease the transition process
· to assess student needs
· to recommend appropriate support provision
· to document student and support details
· to track the learner’s progress through their course
· to review and evaluating the support on a regular basis.
 At each stage the learner is fully involved and informed in the assessments.

NATED ask for a list of the team’s qualifications before approving a centre to be recognised assessors.  We feel strongly that only qualified staff can make appropriate support recommendations for deaf learners. 
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We look for Teacher of the Deaf and Communication Support Worker qualifications, Audiologists and Deaf Assessors. However, we realise that many FE teams don’t have audiologists or Teachers of the Deaf working on the premises. In these cases we ask that teams can buy in or access expertise and advice and guidance. 
In the Initial assessment, some of the form filling is information gathering, e.g. personal and educational information, self-assessment, learning styles etc. This could be completed by less qualified (but knowledgeable) staff as long as they communicate efficiently with the deaf learner.  Other parts of this assessment, e.g. language and grammar assessments, listening and communication skills assessments, and the recommending of appropriate support provision and equipment, need to be completed, if possible, with a qualified Teacher/Tutor for deaf students. 
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The On-Entry form documents the levels and type of support provided, including, equipment, staff and exam requirements.
The Review assessment is useful for noting changes to support provision, and validating those changes with reasons. It has sections for the views of student, course tutor and support staff to evaluate the provision so far, and adapt if necessary. Auditors tracks increases and decreases in additional support funding very carefully during auditing so the review form is useful for providing a justification for any changes in levels of support.

The Early Exit will document action taken by colleges prior to deaf learners leaving the course.  This is useful for internal evaluation of student retention, and as evidence for auditors.

More usually, if the deaf learner leaves at the end of the course, the Exit assessment gives the student the chance to comment on all aspects of their access and support on the programme.
